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SQUARE KILOMETRE ARRAY FORUM 

Statement by Minister for Science and Innovation 

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse � Minister for Science and Innovation) [9.06 am]: Before I commence, I am 
wondering whether I can get one of those lights on a headpiece because I am having a little trouble here. It is my 
birthday today, Mr Speaker, and my eyes are not what they used to be! 

The SPEAKER: Happy birthday, Treasurer. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I thought I would slip that information in somewhere.  

The SPEAKER: I have to call the Treasurer to order! 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Thank you; my apologies, Mr Speaker.  

I recently had the pleasure to represent the Western Australian government at the International Radio Astronomy 
Square Kilometre Array Forum in Cape Town, South Africa. The forum was an important milestone in the 
international bid for the SKA project, with the main event held on 25 February. This visit to South Africa was 
also utilised to meet with members of the funding committee and to promote generally Australia�s bid for the 
SKA. The SKA forum was attended by over 300 international delegates. The scientific community had spent the 
week prior to our arrival discussing the technical aspects of the project.  

As part of the �Team Australia� delegation, I addressed the forum, promoting the Australian SKA project from 
the Western Australian government perspective, highlighting both our achievements and plans for the next 
phase. Although Western Australia is involved in the site bid, we are part of the international project to develop 
the SKA, and we have a strong contingent of scientists and researchers collaborating with their international 
colleagues. This cooperation is also evident between South Africa and Australia as announced at the forum by 
the South African Minister for Science and Technology, Minister Mangena, when he referred to the collaborative 
work being undertaken by scientists from both countries on the Meerkat and Australian Square Kilometre Array 
Pathfinder�ASKAP�projects.  

Western Australia is working closely with the Australian government to ensure that the selected site provides 
optimal conditions for the SKA. This includes enacting both state and federal legislation, securing the lease of 
Boolardi station and conducting the native title negotiations�all of which are being finalised.  

As part of the Australian delegation, three members of the Wajarri Yamatji community, selected by the 
community, attended the forum. I extend my personal thanks to Gavin Egan, Janey Ronan and Roderick�
known as Boppo�Simpson. It was their role to attend the forum, meet members from the international 
community on an informal basis and, on return to Australia, report back to the Wajarri Yamatji community on 
the progress and outcomes of the SKA project. It was a privilege to work with them throughout the forum and I 
commend them on their representation of the traditional owners.  

During my few days in Cape Town I secured a number of meetings with the chair of the International Group of 
Funding Agencies, the SKA Program Development Office, IBM International and the Australian SKA 
Coordination Committee. A particular focus of these discussions was the role of the International Centre for 
Radio Astronomy Research, which is in Perth, within the broader context of the International SKA Project. From 
these discussions a memorandum of understanding is being pursued with the SKA Program Development Office 
to outline the potential to use Western Australia�s ICRAR in the International SKA Project as the data research, 
processing, storage and delivery centre of excellence. Discussions are continuing with IBM to advance this 
government�s involvement in this process. In late March Senator Carr will meet with the Premier and me to 
discuss the next phase of the SKA project and ways in which to move Australia�s bid forward. 
 


